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Conciliation Resources is an international organisation committed to stopping violent conflict and creating more peaceful societies.
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We draw on our shared experiences to influence policies and improve peacebuilding practice worldwide.


  








  	
      
      What we focus on    
    
  
    
  
  	
      
      Mediation support    
    

	
      
      Dialogue    
    

	
      
      Engaging armed groups    
    

	
      
      Dealing with the past    
    

	
      
      Inclusion    
    

	
      
      Climate and environment     
    









  




	
      
      Global initiatives    
    
  
    
  
  	
      
      International policy    
    

	
      
      Women, gender, peace and security    
    









  




	
      
      Regional programmes    
    
  
    
  
  	
      
      South Caucasus    
    

	
      
      East and Central Africa    
    

	
      
      Horn of Africa    
    

	
      
      Pacific    
    

	
      
      South Asia    
    

	
      
      Southeast Asia    
    

	
      
      West Africa    
    









  




	
      
      Our work in action    
    






  






  




	
      
      News & Insight    
    

	
      
      Learning Hub    
    

	
      
      Get Involved    
    
  
    
  
    
  
    
      Get involved


Everyone can be a peace champion! Explore ways to support our work and help make peace possible.


  








  	
      
      Peacebuilding Response Fund    
    

	
      
      Steps to Peace    
    

	
      
      Fundraise    
    

	
      
      Ways to give    
    

	
      
      Become a funding partner    
    

	
      
      Promote peace    
    









  




	
      
      Search    
    

	
      
      Donate    
    



    
    



  


  


          

        

      
    
    
      



  

  

      


        

          

            

                            
    


  



            
            

            
            
            

            
            
          


          
              
    
    
    
        
              
    Breadcrumb

    	
                  Home
              
	
                  Learning Hub
              
	
                  Northern Ireland
              


  

        



  
    
      
  
  
  

  
  
  

      





    
        
            
                
                

                    

                    



  

                    Accord  ISSUE 
            
8

             
            December 1999

      
                    Northern Ireland


                    

                        
                            The Belfast Agreement in Northern Ireland was the result of arduous negotiations to end 30 years of sectarian violence. This Accord looks at the factors that led to the negotiations and the impact of history on current aspirations. In 2003, a new article was added, arguing for a new culture of cooperation in politics to embed the peace process.
                        


                        
                            
                                
                                    
              


      





                                    Download PDF
                                

                            
                        

                    


                                            
                            Issue EditorClem McCartney                        

                                    

            

        


        
            
                
                                            Downloads: 2 available

                        
                            Striking A Balance The Northern Ireland Peace Process Accord Issue 8.pdf (5MB)
The Northern Ireland Peace Process Accord Issue 8 Supplement.pdf (877KB)


                            
                        

                    
                    
                        Available in
                                                    

                    

                

            

        

    


            
            
        

    



    
            

    
        
            
                Contents


                
                    Northern Ireland

                    
                        
              	
        Suspending judgement: The politics of peacebuilding in Northern Ireland (2003)
              
	
        Chronology: Accord Northern Ireland (2003)
              
	
        Further reading: Accord Northern Ireland (2003)
              
	
        New institutions stipulated by the Belfast Agreement (2003)
              
	
        Foreword: Accord Northern Ireland (1999)
              
	
        Introduction: Accord Northern Ireland (1999)
              
	
        The early stages of the Irish peace process (1999)
              
	
        Unionists concerns (1999)
              
	
        A leap into uncharted waters (1999)
              
	
        Ceasefires and elections (1999)
              
	
        The negotiations in practice (1999)
              
	
        The role of civil society (1999)
              
	
        An assessment of the Belfast Agreement (1999)
              
	
        Key Points of the Belfast Agreement (1999)
              
	
        Problems of implementation (1999)
              
	
        Key texts: Accord Northern Ireland (1999)
              
	
        Profiles: Accord Northern Ireland (1999)
              
	
        Chronology: Accord Northern Ireland (1999)
              
	
        Further reading: Accord Northern Ireland (1999)
              


  


                    

                

            
    
        

    







    

  
  

  
  





  


  
    
      
  
      Search
        

        








  


  
    
      



    
    
        
            
              
    Striking a balance: The Northern Ireland peace process (updated 2003)
    



      
            The signing of the 1998 Belfast Agreement in Northern Ireland was the result of long and arduous negotiations to end 30 years of sectarian violence and political stalemate.


Accord Issue 8 explores the factors that led to the negotiations and outlines the impact of history on current aspirations. Describing the development of an environment for peace, it analyses the complex underlying forces and aspects of the agreement that have helped the process or caused problems with implementation.


 


The publication was updated in 2003, including a new article by original Accord 8 Issue Editor, Clem McCartney. He highlights weaknesses in the Belfast Agreement, not least the challenge posed by decommissioning; analyses the negative effects of an elite bargaining process on outstanding issues; and argues that a new culture of cooperative politics is required to embed the peace process.


 


The publication also contains full texts of the main peace agreements plus a chronology of the conflict and peace process. A Spanish translation: Haciendo balance: El proceso de paz de Irlanda del Norte is also available for download (pdf 760kb) along with a Russian version (pdf 2.2mb).



I have found the series an excellent resource for teaching about the peace processes in the world trouble spots and doing a comparative review of the situation here.


Geoffrey Corry, Glencree Centre for Reconciliation, Dublin, Republic of Ireland
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            Clem McCartney is an independent consultant on conflict and community issues from Northern Ireland, where he has worked with the main protagonists on the peace process. Recent involvements include the Sri Lankan and Georgian-Abkhaz conflicts.

Read more from Clem:

Accord Issue 8: Northern Ireland

Accord Issue 16: Engaging armed groups
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