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The Nagorny Karabakh peace process: Is there a way out of the impasse?  
Invitation to a public debate organised by peacebuilding organisation Conciliation Resources in collaboration 
with Centres & Programmes Office, SOAS University of London 

Discussants: Tatul Hakobyan (Civilitas) and Tabib Huseynov (Saferworld) 

Chair: Laurence Broers (Conciliation Resources) 
 

Date: 21 November 2012 Time: 5:30–7:00PM Admission Free and open to the public (no booking required). 
Venue: Russell Square: College Buildings Room: Khalili Lecture Theatre 
Type of Event: Panel Discussion in association with the Centre for the Contemporary Central Asia and 
Caucasus, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London.  
 
Beginning in 1988 as an obscure dispute in a remote Soviet province, the Nagorny Karabakh conflict has 
endured for nearly 25 years. The Armenian-Azerbaijani peace process established in 1994 has fluctuated 
between moments of optimism and despair. While high hopes accompanied the process last year, 2012 has 
reaped a harvest of renewed pessimism regarding the prospects for peace. As the contours of a new cold war 
take shape, now more than ever is the time to ask, is there a way out of the Karabakh impasse? 

Two highly respected analysts of Armenian-Azerbaijani relations will comment on this question in a public 
debate, also open to comments and questions from the audience. Tatul Hakobyan, of the Yerevan-based think 
tank Civilitas, and Tabib Huseynov, Caucasus Programme Manager at Saferworld (Tbilisi), have rich 
experience of observing the Karabakh peace process and have both authored monographs on related topics. 
Both have also participated in Track 2 policy dialogues on questions such as forced displacement and political 
status organized by Conciliation Resources.   

The discussion will be chaired by Laurence Broers, Caucasus Projects Manager at Conciliation Resources, 
and Research Associate at the Centre for Contemporary Central Asia and the Caucasus. 

Speaker biographies: 
Tatul Hakobyan is a Yerevan-based reporter and author specializing in Armenian-Turkish relations and an 
expert on the Karabakh problem. His articles appear regularly in the Armenian media. He has also been 
engaged as an analyst with the Civilitas Foundation since 2009. Tatul is the author of two books. The first, 
Karabakh Diary: Green and Black (2008) is already on its third Armenian edition and has been translated into 
English, Russian, German, Turkish and Arabic. His second book Looking from Ararat: Armenians and Turks was 
published this year. He is currently working on a new book about Armenia’s domestic and foreign policy from 
the beginnings of its journey towards independence in 1988 to the current day. Tatul graduated from the 
Department of Journalism in Yerevan State University, and Georgian Institute of Public Affairs in Tbilisi. 

Tabib Huseynov is Caucasus Programme Manager at Saferworld, a conflict prevention NGO headquartered in 
London. Prior to this, he provided consultancy services for the Brookings Institution and Saferworld on 
human displacement and human security in Azerbaijan and Georgia. From 2007 to 2011, Tabib worked with 
the International Crisis Group, where he conducted research and produced reports related to regional politics 
and conflicts, with a particular focus on Azerbaijan and the South Caucasus region. From 2004 to 2007, he 
worked as the Political Programs Officer with the International Republican Institute’s Baku office, being 
responsible for developing and conducting training programs. Tabib is the author of a number of publications 
on regional conflicts, political trends, human displacement and insecurity in the Caucasus.  He has co-
facilitated and participated in a number of Track II meetings and policy expert discussions about the 
Caucasus region.  
 
Contact details for queries about the event: centres@soas.ac.uk Tel: 020 7898 4892/3 


