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On 15 December 2013, war broke out between 
forces loyal to the government of President 
Salva Kiir and those loyal to former Vice-
President Riek Machar. The fighting spread 
rapidly to various military installations and 
into civilian neighbourhoods pitting ethnic 
Dinka against Nuer. Current attempts to 
broker a peace deal between the two factions 
are being held in Addis Ababa but are stalling.

Human life has become cheap in this part of the 
world. There have been many incidents of gross 
human rights abuses in South Sudan. These 
abuses were committed by factions aligned to 
both Kiir and Machar. In Bor and Malaka alone, 
250 South Sudanese were buried in mass 
graves. Enforced disappearances, rape and 
other forms of sexual violence, arbitrary arrests 
and detention, attacks against civilians, and 

attacks on hospitals as well as against United 
Nations (UN) facilities and the peacekeeping 
mission and its staff are becoming common.

The numbers are shocking. According to UN 
statistics 85,000 people have taken refuge in 
Ethiopia, over 62,000 in Sudan, 80,000 in Kenya 
and over 10,000 in Uganda. Most deplorable is that 
the UN has stated that nearly one million people 
have been killed since the war began. In addition 
to these horrific deaths the possibility of famine 
looms as fighting has forced most agricultural 
activity to cease. The future looks bleak if no 
resolution between Kiir and Marchar is reached.

The warring parties instead continue to trade 
accusations . Colonel Philip Aguer, Kiir’s military 
spokesman, accused the opposition of attacking 
villages in Bar-liet County. He said four civilians 
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were killed and several more were wounded in 
that attack. Opposition military spokesman Lul 
Ruai Koang, meanwhile, accused government 
forces of trying to provoke the opposition into 
fighting by shelling its headquarters in Nasir.

As a result of the factional violence the 
rule of law has disintegrated and people 
are frightened and vulnerable as the 
country descends deeper into lawlessness.

A recent incident demonstrates the 
deteriorating situation. Last week two 
brothers were killed within the compound of 
their house in Juba by unknown attackers. 
An eyewitness said that unidentified men 
came in police uniforms and entered the 
fence while everybody was inside the house.

They knocked at the door but nobody responded. 
Then they started shooting the door till they 
broke it and entered the house and took the two 
brothers out and shot them dead. Their bodies 
have been taken to the South Sudan National 

Assembly and are currently lying at the gate.
A witness said, “on hearing the gunshot, I 
immediately called the police patrol number 
for Munuki Zone but what they told me is that 
they don’t have a vehicle. I was shocked to hear 
that. But I insisted they call any other patrol 
nearby. Then after one to two hours I heard 
a vehicle moving towards the incident, but it 
was too late and none of them were found.”
These witness statements not only 
describe the horror  of  the  incident 
but also how security and the security 
services have degenerated to basic levels. 

The political rivalry between the President 
and former Vice-President of South Sudan is 
destroying the country’s social fabric. As the 
African saying goes, “When two elephants 
fight, the grass suffers.” In this instance the 
“grass” is the population of South Sudan.

Editorial: Regional Rumbles - The War in South Sudan
In the last three months, the LRA has increased 
its attacks in Democratic Republic Congo 
(DRC) especially in the west, east and south 
of Garamba National Park (GNP). They have 
also conducted high 
levels of poaching in 
the Park on a scale 
which has never been 
seen before. This is 
probably  to rearm  
and reorganise 
themselves. There 
is a need for a 
strong anti-poaching 
mechanism to be put 
in place in order to 
deter other criminal 
poachers who are 
taking advantage of 
the current situation.

This edition of The Voice of Peace (VoP) focuses 
on the  war in  South  Sudan.  According  to 
UN statistics 85,000 people have taken refuge 

in Ethiopia, over 62,000 have taken refuge 
in Sudan, 80,000 in Kenya and over 10,000 
in Uganda. According to UN statistics nearly 
one million people have been killed since the 

war began last year.

Finally, the VoP is 
pleased to introduce 
to you our new chief 
editor Dixon Odur. 
Dixon works as a 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
officer at the 
Justice and Peace 
Commission of the 
Catholic archdiocese 
of Gulu in Uganda. 

Dixon replaces Father 
Ernest Sugule who has 
been a dedicated and 

committed chief editor for the last two years. 
Father Ernest is taking on the 
role of Special Advisor to the VoP.

Dixon Odur, new editor of The Voice of Peace
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LRA Attacks Civilians in CAR and DRC
Regional Situation Report: April - June 2014

DRC: The security situation in the 
LRA affected areas has remained 
fragile with 43 LRA attacks in all. 

Most of the attacks in April and early May took 
place in the west part of Garamba National 
Park on Nambia-Bangadi road, Ngilima-
Bangadi and Doruma road, and Dungu-Duru 
road. Towards the end of May and June, the 
area of LRA attacks shifted from the west to 
the east and south east of Garamba National 
Park. The attacks occurred on Faradje-Djabir-
Kulupkata road and Route 4-Sambia road. 

Most  of the attacks were accompanied by 
looting of food items and non food items such 
as machetes, axes, batteries, solar panels, 
etc. The last edition of VoP noted that the 
LRA has started abducting children and not 
releasing them. In April to June, the LRA has 
abducted 33 people and 80 per cent of the 
abductees are children who have not been 
released. The LRA is trying to rebuild its force 
in the Garamba National Park. The Park also 
provides lucrative poaching opportunities. 

Strategic alliances between the LRA and 
other criminal groups might complicate the 

situation in Garamba National Park especially 
with the presence of Mbororo, the Udah and 
some poachers from Libya in the region. 

CAR: According to the Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 133,700 people 
from CAR have sought refuge in neighbouring 
countries and 9,000 children are suffering from 
severe malnourishment. Thousands of people 
are internally displaced and the Catholic Church 
is calling for humanitarian aid for Internally 
Displaced  Persons (IDPs) who  have  fled  to  
various parishes within the country. Targeted 
killings by ex-Seleka or Anti-Balaka are still 
going on in remote parts of Central African 
Republic (CAR). For instance, in Bambari, a 
town controlled by ex-Seleka, more than 10 
bodies were collected from the river Ouaka 
from 14 to 17 June. On 23 June, as retaliation 
the Anti-Balaka killed ten Mbororo 10km east 
of Bambari and the ex-Seleka retaliated by 
killing ten Christians and burning their houses. 
The situation is far from returning to normality.

DRC and CAR are the only countries where 
the LRA is still attacking civilians. LRA attacks 
in CAR have dropped drastically. In January 
to March 2014, CAR registered 14 attacks 
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DRC CAR S Sudan Uganda Total

2014 A M J A M J A M J A M J

Attacks 11 25 7 1 5 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 51

Abductees 9 21 3 17 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 54

Killed 0 5 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 5

Newly displaced 100 100 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 200

Returnees/rescued 1 2 0 11 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 17

but from April to June only eight attacks took 
place in CAR and there has been an increase in 
defections. This success is due to the combined 
effort of Community Defection Committees 
set up by Invisible Children, Uganda People’s 
Defence Force (UPDF), American Advisers, 
Mbororo and the local population. The 
last defection happened a few weeks ago. 
According to the defector, the LRA camp is 
situated between Mboki (CAR) and Zangabai 
(DRC). The group is composed of 80 people 
including children and more than 20 women. 

South Sudan: In the last three months, there 
has been no LRA attack in South Sudan. 
However, Bishop John Zawo of the Diocese of 
Ezo states, “The people in Ezo County live in 
fear and under panic due to the LRA presence 
across the border between market Nabiapai 
in Ezo County and Kpanangbara in DRC. The 
Bishop also said, “LRA forces have been there 
now for about two weeks. The LRA tactic is 
always hit and run, they don’t stay in the same 
village with the people like this one. Why 
have they come and stayed so long with these 
people? They appear neat; have their wives and 
children with them. It seems as if they want to 
come out of the bush. They want to come home.” 

According to reports from local organisations 
in South Sudan, there is a rampancy of gender 
based violence such as harmful traditional 

practices, sexual exploitation and other forms 
of sexual abuses in many counties with over 109 
documented cases of which six are fatalities.

Uganda: On 14 June, tragedy and terror 
struck Gulu District as Andrew Rackara, a 
prominent lecturer from Gulu University, 
was gunned down right in front of his home. 
He was shot in the head and chest at point 
blank range.In the past two months, unknown 
assailants have murdered over 13 people. 
Possibilities abound over who the culprits are.

The conflict in South Sudan is one of them. 
South Sudanese refugees have poured into 
Northern Uganda and a number were carrying 
weapons from the war. This has increased illegal 
ammunitions in the region so criminals can now 
easily acquire firearms in Northern Uganda.

Another theory alludes to recent reports 
from CAR, which indicate that the LRA is 
in the process of changing its command. 
Kony is said to be grooming his son, Salim 
Saleh, for the leadership. Sources suggest 
disgruntled combatants may have deserted 
LRA ranks and returned home unnoticed with 
their arms and resorted to crime to survive.

The reality on the ground is grim. Gulu, 
a once bustling town, is now a shadow of 
itself as an aura of uncertainty looms over. 
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Twenty peacebuilding  practitioners  from CAR, 
DRC and South Sudan (predominantly  Western 
Equatoria State) will attend a  tailored  trauma 
healing training workshop at CARITAS 
COUNSELING AND TRAINING INSTITUTE in 

Gulu  from  5 -14  August  2014.  The event 
is supported by Conciliation Resources.

For more information please contact 
James Latigo on +256 772 667 854.

Event: Trauma Healing Training



 Interview: From LRA Abductee to Sisterhood - 
Reclaiming a Life  

This story of Aminata (not her real name) 
shows how someone can turn misery into glory. 
Aminata was abducted by the LRA when she was 
just 14. She spent three years with the LRA. Now 
aged 20 and in her last year in secondary school, 
Aminata has entered the Sisterhood. This is a 
tremendous story of courage and determination.

Aminata: In October 2008, the LRA entered 
Bangadi, DRC and started abducting 
children, burning houses and killing people. 
I was 14 years old when I was abducted. 

VoP: What happened?

Aminata: 40 children were abducted from 
Bangadi. The leader chose 20 girls to be taken to 
Kony and I was among them. It took a month to 
reach Kony who was in Nabanga. I was given to 
the leader called Wayway so that I could look after 
his children. Our group was composed of 15 LRA 
fighters and more than 50 women and children. 

VoP: During your stay in Wayway group what 
happened?

Aminata: We fell into UPDF ambush and many 

were killed. After the ambush there were only 
five LRA fighters and 10 women and children 
left. Wayway decided that we go to South 
Sudan where we met Kony’s group again. We 
had no food, so Kony sent five LRA to loot. 
They killed two police and one man, looted 
many things and burned houses. After a few 
days Kony decided to send them out again. 
Local people ambushed them and killed four 
of them. One escaped who informed Kony of 
what happened. That was when Kony decided 
to leave South Sudan and go back to DRC.

VoP: How did you escape?

Aminata: After Congo we went to CAR where 
we spent one year. In November 2011,  UPDF 
attacked our camp and rescued me. I was 
brought to a UNICEF transit centre in South 
Sudan. After several months I heard that our 
Bishop Domba Richard had come to Yambio 
and I went to visit him. I asked him if he could 
take me back to Dungu. He accepted and I later 
became a Sister. I decided to become a Sister 
and dedicate my life to serving other people in 
need as I was lucky enough to get my life back.
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CAR: Unequal Disarmament Stokes Tensions 

LRA Elephant Poaching - Ivory, Guns and Reorganisation

Despite the election of Catherine Samba-Panza 
as Interim President, the security situation 
in CAR has not improved. It is characterised 
by sporadic attacks by uncontrolled elements 
of militias who regularly commit atrocities. 
Elements of the former militias Seleka and Anti-
Balaka are still fighting and creating violence 
within the country. Almost all Seleka militias 
are yet to be disarmed.

In a bid to curb these sporadic 
attacks, CAR’s Prime Minister 
Andre Nzapayeke called for 
voluntary disarmament in a 
bid to halt a worsening cycle 
of violence. In a televised 
address, he declared 8 
June a day for all citizens 
to hand in their weapons, 
after a spike in sectarian 
tensions in the mostly 
Christian capital Bangui following an 
attack on a church by Muslim gunmen.

The attack, in which UN officials say at least 
17 people were killed, sparked two days of 
violent protests in Bangui. Thousands of 
people took to the streets to demand the 
departure of African Union (AU) peacekeepers 
and the resignation of Samba-Panza.   
Muslims  in Bangui have expressed anger 
that previous attempts at disarmament left 
them prey to the Anti-Balaka Christian militia.
CAR has been gripped by ethnic and religious 

violence since northern Seleka rebels, who 
are mostly Muslim, seized power in the 
mainly Christian nation in 2013. The Seleka 
left power in January under international 
pressure after 10 months  of looting  and  
violence  that  had prompted the formation 
of the Christian self-defense militia.

Since then attacks by Anti-Balaka 
have largely driven Muslims from 
Bangui and the west, effectively 
partitioning the country, whose 
east is controlled mainly by Seleka.

Several thousand Muslims, however, 
remain in the PK5 neighbourhood 
of Bangui, where skirmishes 
with Anti-Balaka have become 
a regular occurrence. Hundreds 
of Muslims in PK5 protested 
against calls for disarmament and 

demanded their safe evacuation from the city.

Although, it should be noted that with the 
presence of French forces, Operation Sangaris 
(2000 troops), and the AU force MISCA (6000 
troops), the situation has begun to change. 
These forces have a mandate to disarm 
all militias and other gunmen. They also 
have a mandate to facilitate the delivery of 
humanitarian assistance to the population.

Picture: President of CAR, Catherine Samba-Panza (CC image 

courtesy of European Council on Flickr)

The LRA has increased its poaching operations 
in the DRC not only for survival but to earn 
revenues from the sale of ivory indicating 
a possible rearming or reorganisation.

The last three months have seen an increase 
in the illegal hunting of wildlife in the DRC. 
Most shocking has been the targeting of 
elephants in Garamba National Park. The 
LRA has been blamed for much of the 
poaching in Garamba along with other groups 
such as local Sudanese militias, Congolese 
security forces and mysterious hunters using 

helicopters. Garamba National Park is famed 
for its elephant herds and is home to the largest 
number of elephants in Africa. Since April, 
68 elephants have been killed reducing their 
number in Garamba by a staggering four per 
cent. May alone saw the death of 33 elephants.

The LRA has been spotted hunting elephants in 
the western part of Garamba National Park. The 
hunters are well armed with new weapons and 
a lot of ammunition. A recent UN Environment 
Programme report released on Tuesday 24 June 
states that the LRA secures most of its resources 
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and funds its activities through the sale of illegal 
ivory. Ivory can fetch around USD1000 per kilo and 
there is high demand, especially from buyers in 
Asia. A single elephant tusk can weigh between 
100 to 200 kilos. In the last three months millions 
of dollars have been plundered from Garamba. 

Poaching is not new for the LRA. Several reports 
from NGOs and journalists in 2013 pointed to 
the link between the LRA and the ivory trade. 
However, poaching was largely limited as the 
LRA were poorly equipped, in small numbers 
and had low morale. Recent reports describe 
a different force. Numbers are larger and they 
have more weapons. Ivory is a lucrative source 
of income for the LRA but also indicates that 
they are regrouping and rearming. It would 
also suggest that the LRA has contacts in the 
outside world to trade ivory and buy weapons. 

The Congolese Park Rangers, the ICCN (Institut 

Congolais pour la Conservation de la Nature), is 
the most important force in countering the LRA 
and other poachers in the park, and they have 
been as successful as they can be under difficult 
circumstances. Despite being poorly equipped 
and receiving little pay they are still dedicated 
to combatting poaching. Realising these 
shortcomings the ICCN have actively sought 
support and coordination with the AU Regional 
Taskforce  and  the UN peacekeeping mission in 
Congo, MONUSCO. ICCN units have also been 
sent to important locations as a deterrent to 
poaching and have engaged in aerial surveillance. 
ICCN has also engaged with the local population 
by relying on them for information and also 
teaching them the benefits of conserving 
Garamba. Unfortunately, the 4,920 km² National 
Park Area is too large to police all the time.

Elephants in Garamba Park, DRC (CC image courtesy of ENOUGH Project on Flickr)

Do you have information to share on the LRA conflict? Get in touch with us: 

In CAR: eabodade@yahoo.fr
In DRC: ernestsugule@yahoo.fr

In South Sudan: frkumbomark@yahoo.com
In Uganda: arlpi.interfaith@gmail.com

In UK: ktumutegyereize@c-r.org
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The sixth meeting of the Regional Civil Society 
Task Force took place in Kinshasa from 27 to 
29 May 2014. 36 participants attended from 
CAR, DRC, South Sudan, Uganda and the UK.

While acknowledging current gains, 
participants noted the urgent need to combine 
efforts to put an end to LRA attacks against 
civilians and to mitigate their impact in 
the short and long-term for the goal of a 
lasting peace in the countries concerned.

The working groups have encouraged 
the voluntary return and the creation of a 
favourable environment for acceptance and 

reintegration of returnees from the LRA.
Civil society in the countries affected reiterated 
this issue and their engagement with local 
communities to help meet the needs of protection 
and reintegration of affected communities.

The task force met with a delegation of senators, 
national ministries of defence and internal 
affairs of the DRC as well as with foreign 
diplomats from UK, US and MONUSCO. These 
meetings conveyed community perspectives 
and priorities for national governments in the 
region, donors and international agencies 
to influence their policies and programmes.

About The Voice of Peace

Kinshasa Rendezvous

The Voice of Peace is a quarterly newsletter 
that aims to increase understanding 
among local communities and national and 
international policymakers of the severe 
challenges faced by people   living  in  areas  
of  DRC, CAR, South Sudan and Uganda 
affected by the Lord’s Resistance Army.

It is written and produced by local civil 
society groups with support from Conciliation
Resources, a UK-based peacebuilding 
organisation. It gives local actors a voice on 
problems that have a profound impact on their 
lives and the opportunity to inform the solutions.

All editions of The Voice of Peace are available 
at: www.c-r.org/resources/voice-peace

Contributing civil society organisations:
•	 Solidarité et Assistance Intégrale aux 

Personnes Démunies (SAIPED), DRC.
•	 Commission Diocésaine de Justice, Paix et 

Réconciliation, Aru Diocese (CDJPR-ARU), 
DRC.

•	 Femme Action Plus (FAP), CAR.
•	 Inter Church Committee (ICC), South Sudan.
•	 Justice and Peace Commission, Gulu 

Archdiocese (JPC-Gulu).
•	 Acholi Religious Leaders Peace Initiative 

(ARLPI), Uganda.
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