
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Issues DRC CAR S SUDAN TOT 
2012 Mar Apr May Mar Apr May Mar Apr May  
Attacks 21 16 17 4 6 6 - 2 2 74 
Abductees 37 6 7 12 7 4 - - - 73 
Killed 2 1 5 27 6 14  1 1 46 
Newly 
displaced 

2400 +- 
500 

+- 
300 

+- 
500 

+- 
250 

+- 
100 

- - - +-
4150 

Returns/ 
rescued 

30 6 7 9 4 3 - - - 59 
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REGIONAL SITUATION REPORT March–May 
2012: LRA concentrated in CAR and DRC 

The LRA have been active between 
March and May 2012 in some areas 
in Haut and Bas Uélés districts and in 
other parts of Central African 
Republic.  

This has resulted in displacement, 
kidnappings, killings, and lootings.  

According to UNOCHA reports Haut 
and Bas Uélés Districts have an 
average of 18 attacks per month.  

  

  

Apart from LRA other armed actors 
have also emerged and are engaged 
in illegal activities especially 
poaching and logging in and around 
Garamba National Park. 

The emergence of these armed 
actors adds more misery to the local 
people and adds to the confusion on 
the ground. 

 

INSIDE: General Acellam behind bars; 
local reactions to Kony 2012;  
US and AU forces in DRCongo, South    
Sudan and CAR; plus interviews, assessments 
and personal stories 
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“People’s main criticism was 
that the Kony 2012 film 
suggested that the military 
option was the only way to 
deal with the LRA.” 
 
 

Welcome to the second edition of “The 
Voice of Peace”.  
 
During the past three months the LRA 
conflict has been in the international 
spotlight with the Kony 2012 social 
media campaign, the new joint African 
Union, US and UN initiatives against the 
LRA, and the recent capture of senior 
LRA commander Caesar Acellam. 
 
What do these events mean? Are we 
witnessing the beginning of the end of 
the LRA, or the start of a new round of 
violence? We’ll hear views and reactions 
of civil society leaders in the areas most 
affected by the LRA. 
 
On the ground the LRA have continued 
to be active in DRC and the CAR, where 
people have been subject to attacks, 
abductions, looting and killing. But there 

Editorial-Opinion: Father Ernest Sugule,  
Editor in Chief, VoP 
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have been no attacks in Uganda there 
have been a few incidents in South 
Sudan. 
 
At a time of almost unprecedented global 
media attention on the LRA conflict, civil 
society leaders across the region have 
been united in calling for a multi-
dimensional approach to solving the 
problem. We believe that the conflict 
cannot be ended by military means 
alone, and that it is vital to tackle the 
complex web of political, social and 
economic problems which are fuelling 
and sustaining violence. 
 
The voices of those on the ground 
bearing the brunt of the violence must be 
listened to.  
Father Ernest Sugule is Editor-in-Chief of 
VoP and head of the NGO SAIPD, based 
in DRC. 

  

In March 2012, an American NGO 
Invisible Children made headlines 
around the world when more than 100 
million people watched an online film it 
had made about Joseph Kony and the 
LRA. The film became an overnight 
sensation, but will it have any impact on 
the lives of those most affected by the 
LRA and what do they think about the 
Kony 2012 campaign? 
 
In the DRC, very few people living in the 
worst affected areas of Haut and Bas 
Uélé had heard about the film until it was 
shown to a group of around one hundred 
civil society leaders and HF radio 
operators in Dungu. 
 
Their initial gut reaction was that the film 
didn’t reflect their everyday realities and 
that it didn’t get to the heart of what is 
now a complex and fast-evolving 
problem. 

People’s main criticism was that the 
Kony 2012 film suggested that the 
military option was the only way to deal 
with the LRA.  
 
It failed to address any of the other 
problems in the affected areas which 
need to be tackled in order to find a 
lasting solution to the LRA conflict – 
poverty, lack of good governance, lack of 
basic services like hospitals, schools, 
banks, clean water, communications, 
lack of roads, and the lack of either a 
professional army or police force. 

All these issues must be addressed to 
bring a sustainable solution, audiences 
said.  
 
Without addressing the root causes of 
conflict and issues sustaining violence  
even if Kony is killed or captured other 
armed groups may take over from where 
left off. 
 
Continued on page 7…………. 

Local Reactions to Kony 2012  
 

“We believe that civilian 
protection should be put 
at the centre of efforts to 
resolve the LRA conflict.” 

Father Ernest Sugule  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DRC: In DRC especially in districts of 
Haut and Bas Uélés, most people have 
been displaced from remote villages, 
where LRA could attack them easily, to 
more populated areas. This has made 
LRA change their tactics to attack people 
who go to their field near these villages, 
or on the way to the market places or 
between big villages and smaller ones.  
 
Between March and May 2012 in Haut 
Uélé District, LRA have concentrated 
their activities around Garamba National 
Park along the Dungu-Faradje road, 
where food and other materials come 
from Uganda to Dungu and vice versa. 
There are also a few recorded attacks on 
Dungu-Duru road, where food and other 
materials come and go also from South 
Sudan to Dungu. Bangadi-Doruma road 
has remained for this period a “no go 
zone” because of LRA activities.  
 
In Bas Uélés district, villages around 
CAR like Bili in Ango territory have been 
attacked mostly in March 2012. These 
villages are mostly affected because 
once LRA are under fire in Central 
African Republic they tend to cross the 
border to DRC and live around those 
villages. These villages are also the 
crossing point the LRA use either to go 
to CAR or to come from CAR to DRC. 
 
Although LRA activities have been 
reduced to few areas during this period, 
they are still the main cause of insecurity 
in the region.  
 
According to UNOCHA report, since 
2012, there have been 53 documented 
incidents with more or less average of 18 
incidents per month. 
 
 Although all these attacks cannot solely 
be attributed to LRA, they remain the 
main cause of the existence of other 
armed groups or poachers in the region. 
 
More than 4000 people have been newly 
displaced between March and May 2012, 
especially in the region of Ango in Bas-
Uélé. According to Caritas-Bili, 125 km 
West Ango in Low Uélé District, 2400 
people were displaced due to LRA 
attacks on villages bordering DRC and 
CAR.  
 

Regional situation report: continued from page 1 
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Mutiny in the Congo may 
take resources away from 
counter-LRA operations 

 

 

“The security situation 
in CAR is far from 
stable.” 

Developments further afield may also 
have a negative impact. A recent mutiny 
in March by elements in the Congolese 
army in the Kivu provinces may detract 
efforts away from LRA activities if the 
situation escalates further. 
 
South Sudan: The security situation in 
Western Equatorial State has improved 
very much between March and May 
2012. There have been very few LRA 
attacks, killing, looting and abduction in 
the state.  
 
Many people have decided to return 
back to their villages, due to the relative 
peace within the boarder, to cultivate and 
farm for themselves as hunger is 
threatening many of them living in the 
towns of Western Equatorial State. 
 
Growing tensions between Khartoum 
and Juba are a further concern. If the 
situation escalates with potential 
outbreaks of conflict South Sudan’s 
appetite to address the LRA problem 
could diminish. 
 
CAR: The security situation in CAR is far 
from stable. Between March and May 
2012, CAR has registered 14 LRA 
attacks, 23 abductions and 47 people 
have been killed with 21 being killed in 
March in a village called Cawa in 
Bakuma Sub prefecture on 13 March 
2012. Security around the main road has 
become problematic for people walking, 
using bicycles and motorbikes.  
 
Apart from LRA menace there is another 
problem emerging in Central African 
Republic of poaching and banditry 
around Zemio and Mboki.  
 
Uganda: Northern Uganda is now 
recovering from the effects of the war. 
The region however is still faced with 
numerous challenges especially disputes 
around land such as local ownership 
rights and border disputes between 
states. 
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Implications of AU and US military intervention in resolving the LRA conflict? 
 

 
March 2012 saw the announcement of an AU 
regional military initiative comprising soldiers 
from states affected by the LRA and 
supported by US military advisers. The AU 
force will hunt down the LRA and is 
comprised of around 5,000 troops. 
 
In the DRC, the US military have set up a 
base in Dungu, trained and equipped one 
battalion of the Congolese army FARDC, 
thus raising expectations of the local people 
for a solution to the LRA problem.  
 
The US joined an existing set-up under the 
Joint Operation Intelligence Centre (JIOC), 
which shares intelligence information 
between actors such as the UN 
peacekeeping mission in the Congo 
(MONUSCO) national security services in the 
region and other multilateral and local NGOs.  
 
The US tacticians are officially mandated to 
play advisory roles only to the local national 
armies. Whereas the trained FARDC forces 
are said to be respected by local 
communities, the rest of the other Congolese 
armies deployed in the area are reported to 
have adopted behaviour akin to the rebel 
LRA, committing various forms of human 
rights abuses themselves.  
 
In addition, the AU aims to deploy 5,000 
troops drawn from the four affected countries 
– Uganda, DRC, CAR and South Sudan.  
 
Whereas Uganda and S Sudan are well 
tested on the ground and can easily raise the 

“Military initiatives need 
to engage with 
communities on the 
ground and keep them 
well informed about 
developments.” 

 

Still Waiting: the story of one mother whose child was abducted 
 
 

Vicky Amony 
wants her 

daughter back 

 

 

  

required troops, it still poses a problem in 
DRC with regard to who to deploy, given the 
fractured status and poor human rights 
record of the majority of the troops.  
 
Furthermore recent mutinies by former 
integrated rebels in the FARDC calls into 
question both the capability of the FARDC 
as well as prioritizing the capture Joseph 
Kony.  
  
In CAR the FACA suffer similar issues to the 
FARDC regarding human rights abuses, low 
capability and corruption.  
 
Who will control and check these combined 
forces? Who will command them? Are the 
language and social differences too great to 
overcome? The military structure differs 
greatly between countries, can they work 
together effectively? Will political squabbles 
hinder operations? What associated non-
military initiatives are being incorporated into 
the AU strategy? These are the key 
questions to answer in order for the AU and 
US initiatives to have a positive effect. 
  
Without a doubt, there are good intentions 
behind the military deployments. Yet the 
local people are skeptical that military 
operations will succeed and some suspect a 
‘hidden agenda’ by various actors.  
 
Military initiatives need to engage with 
communities on the ground and keep them 
well informed about developments.  
(ARLPI & SAIPD) 
 
 

Vicky Amony’s daughter was abducted in 
2005 by the LRA and she is still haunted 
by the experience. 

VoP: What is your name, how old are 
you and where do you reside currently? 

Vicky: My name is Vicky Amony, I am 50 
years old and I live in Negri village in 
Bardege division, Gulu District, Uganda. 

VoP: What is your abducted child’s 
name, age and where was she 
abducted? 

Vicky: My child who was abducted and 
is still in the bush up to now is called 

Beatrice Anena. She was abducted at 
the age of 15 years, from Negri village 
where I still live. 

VoP: When was she abducted, and in 
which school and what class was she? 

Vicky: She was abducted on the 2nd of 
February 2005 and she had sat Primary 
seven from St. Josephs Primary school 
in 2005 and had just got into senior 
school. 

VoP: Have you heard that Major General 
Caesar Acellam who is a senior person 
in the LRA has been captured? How did 
you feel when you heard this news?  

Continued on page 5…. 
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Vicky: Yes I have heard. I felt good and 
prayed that if his arrest could encourage 
the rest who are still keeping our children 
in the bush would see and take courage 
to do the same it would be very good. 

VoP: Did the arrest of Caesar Acellam 
give any hope that Joseph Kony will 
come out or will be arrested soon? 

Vicky: I think if they arrest all his top 
commanders or if they all surrender then 
Joseph Kony will be arrested. 

VoP: Did you hear that the United States 
has sent its soldiers to come and help 
the Uganda Peoples Defense Forces 
(UPDF) with the fight against LRA?  That 
the African Union Joint Task Force are 
now establishing their base in the region 
from where they are planning to launch a 
military attack on the LRA? What are 
your opinions about these issues? 

Vicky: I feel very sad because the 
approach they have chosen to resolve 
the conflict will finish all our innocent 

 

  
children who were abducted and forced 
to carry guns. They are some of the ones 
being called LRA today, most of them 
are held against their will. If only 
opportunities could be given to them to 
come out before the attack that are being 
planned I think less than a handful of 
people could be left in the bush. 

So my humble request to the US and AU 
military forces is that let them not give up 
but continue to push for a peaceful 
resolution of this conflict. 

VoP: What do you suggest should be 
done to Caesar Acellam? 

Vicky: I suggest he should be granted 
Amnesty like other LRA top commanders 
who came out and whose names were 
not with the International Criminal Court, 
so that other LRA top Commanders still 
in the bush holding our children in 
captivity could have the opportunity to 
come out of the bush. (ARLPI) 

 
 

  

 Still waiting: continued from page 4 

Joyce: “I hate thinking about the time I 
spent in the bush with the LRA, but it’s 
impossible to forget how hard it was.” 
 
My children and I were ambushed by the 
LRA when we went to the village to 
collect some food. My daughter was 
ahead of me when I tried to call out to 
her I was told to keep quiet or they would 
kill my children. 
 
A woman fighter said that if I didn’t stop 
making a fuss all my children would be 
killed in front of me. She said she had 
been abducted just like me and that I 
should stop asking for my children. 
 
We were loaded up like donkeys and 
made to carry things. We were walking 
for two days and I was so tired that I 
couldn’t keep going. 
 
One officer selected those of us who 
were weak and gave orders for us all to 
be killed. We were taken into the bush by 
three rebels armed with pangas, clubs 
and guns. We walked for six hours and 
then they left us there and disappeared 

into the jungle. That’s how I was 
separated from my children. 
 
Nina: I was raped by many different men 
during my stay with the rebels, They 
treated me really badly. I managed to 
escape when we were attacked by the 
SPLA on the way back from a raid to 
steal food. I walked through the bush for 
six days, tired and weak because by that 
time I was pregnant. On the sixth day I 
arrived at Bangadi in DRC, where I 
received medical treatment and was 
taken back to my family in Yambio. 
 
After a few days my father disowned me 
and threw me out of the house. It makes 
me feel so bad to remember this that I 
don’t want to go on living. If it wasn’t for 
my brother who accepted me and my 
LRA child, I would have killed myself. 
 
My future is bleak because my father 
doesn’t want anything to do with me.  I 
don’t know what to do to make my father 
accept me and my child. I can’t kill my 
son, but my father says he can’t live in 
the same house as an LRA child. (WES, 
Inter-church Committee) 
 

Returnees’ Voices:  
Joyce and Nina from WES, South Sudan 
 
 

“It makes me feel so 
bad to remember this 
that I don’t want to go 
on living. If it wasn’t for 
my brother who 
accepted me and my 
LRA child, I would have 
killed myself.” 
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Acellam’s capture: Religious leaders call for forgiveness 
 
 
 

Kony can’t afford a 
smile anymore as he 
has lost a “big fish” 
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On 14th May, Ugandan forces captured 
senior LRA commander Maj Gen 
Caesar Acellam. Described as a top 
military strategist for Joseph Kony, 
Acellam was apprehended on the DRC-
CAR border after what was described as 
brief firefight between Ugandan troops 
and LRA fighters. 
 
According to some sources he was  only 
accompanied by his wives and children. 
 
Military source are hailing the news as 
an intelligence coup and a major 
breakthrough in the campaign against 
the LRA. However questions have been 
raised about the exact circumstances of 
his capture, with some suggesting that 
Acellam may actually have surrendered. 
 
Whatever the case, people across the 
region are now asking what effect 
Acellam’s departure will have on the 
LRA. He himself told reporters that he 
had been in the bush since 1984 and 
that his coming out would have a big 
impact for people still in the LRA and 
could bring the war to an end soon. 
 
In northern Uganda, religious leaders 
have been giving their reactions to the 
news. Sheikh Al Hajji Musa Khalil, the 
Acholi Muslim leader, congratulated the 
UPDF for the peaceful capture of 
Acellam. The sheikh said Acellam 
appeared very frail and weak. He 
looked, said the sheikh, like a man 
whose soul has been beaten down by 
war. 
 
The Sheikh said that Acellam’s condition 
raised many questions: if the LRA 
command is in such a state, how are the 
ordinary fighters? And if the rest of his 
fighters are in similar state, why haven’t 
they been captured to date? 
 
The Vicar General of Gulu Archdiocese; 
Monsignor Matthew Odong thanked 
God for Acellum’s surrender for he said 
God did not create man to live in the 
bush. He added that Kony should be 
regretful and very worried at such a time 
because Acellum’s capture dealt a big 
blow to his troop hierarchy. 

Msn Odong said that this should send out 
a message to Kony that the end is near. 
 
Monsignor Matthew also addressed the 
controversial issue of what will happen 
now to Caesar Acellam and whether he 
will be subject to an amnesty. 
 
Some people may deem Acellam 
unforgivable due to the atrocities that he 
has committed, he said, but if we are 
going to judge people according to what 
they have done, in Uganda, we can find 
people who have done much worse than 
Acellam, and therefore he should be 
amnestied. 
 
The Archbishop of Gulu Archdiocese, 
John Baptist Odama also welcomed 
Acellam’s capture but stressed the fact the 
conflict was far from over and added “I 
wish the entire group had come out”. 
 
“We have always advocated for a peaceful 
approach and although he was captured, 
the problem is not yet solved. We advised 
that through a peaceful approach, the 
conflict would come to an end”. 
 
The Bishop of the Diocese of Northern 
Uganda; Nelson Onono-Onweng also 
shared the same view with his compatriot. 
“I thank the people at the frontline for not 
killing him.” 
 
Common to all positions from religious 
leaders is the message of forgiveness. 
Granting amnesty is seen as a key part of 
broader reconciliation initiatives. 
 
But what really lies ahead for Acellam and 
the infamous “long arm of the law”? 
Acellam seems to want Amnesty, although 
the Government of Uganda are as of yet 
refusing to grant this to him. If he fails to 
receive Amnesty, what signal will that 
send to the LRA? 
 
Forgiveness may be distasteful to some, 
but it may also be a prerequisite for 
encouraging further defections and for 
finding non-violent avenues of 
reconciliation across the affected areas. 
(ARLPI) 
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 Kony 2012: Continued from page 2 
People who watched the film in Dungu 
also said it was important to look at 
different dimensions of the conflict. 
Questions needed to be asked about 
who was financing and benefitting from 
LRA activities, they said, in the villages 
as well as on a country, regional and 
international level. 
 
What’s the political agenda of the people 
supporting the LRA, they asked. What 
are problems the LRA activities have 
created? Who will compensate the 
victims and how can those responsible 
for atrocities be brought to justice? 
Problems like these will not solved 
simply by capturing or killing Joseph 
Kony. 
 
In South Sudan people living in the 
region most affected by the LRA -- 
Western Equatorial State also know little 
about the Kony 2012 film. 
 
Those who have seen it also say that 
what’s missing from the film are the 
voices of those who’ve been caught up 
in the LRA violence. 
 
The film focuses on the military option, 
they say, but it does not show or suggest 
any solutions to the psycho-social 
problems, the social disintegration and 
the poverty which the war has brought to 
affected communities. 
 
Nor does it highlight the gap which has 

One of the few viewings 
to communities in 

affected areas. 

 

opened up between civil society and the 
military because of the LRA violence, 
and the consequences of this for people 
in Southern Sudan.  
 
People on the ground need to be 
involved in the issues affecting them, say 
civil society groups, because they know 
best how to solve their day to day 
problems. 
 
In Uganda the film provoked an angry 
response when it was shown in Lira, a 
town in the north which had been badly 
affected by LRA violence. Many of the 
more than 5,000 people in the crowd had 
either lost a family member to the LRA or 
had themselves been abducted. For 
them the Hollywood-style production and 
the fact that Kony 2012 merchandise is 
available, made the whole film seem 
more like an advertising campaign for 
Joseph Kony. The showing ended with 
stones being thrown and scuffles in the 
crowd. The organizers said it was clear 
that the film had not been made for an 
African audience and they’ve suspended 
future screenings.  
 
The prime minister on behalf of the 
government of Uganda reacted to the 
movie and said the movie does not 
depict the situation on the ground, the 
movie does not show all the 
development programs that the 
government has put in place. (ARLPI, 
SAIPD, Interchurch Committee WES & 
JUPEDEC) 

 

  

Santina Naara is about 65 years old, 
from Nangbimo village, South Sudan 
 
One night two years ago the LRA attacked 
my village.  
 
They killed six people and abducted eight 
children. They also looted people’s 
homes.  
 
I had to run away in the middle of the night 
with my grandchildren. They are all 
orphans, because their mother died and 
their father was killed by the LRA. 
 
There was no food in the town and no 
help for me with my seven grandchildren. I 
used to sneak back into my village to look 
for food, but it was risky. 

Returnees’ Voices: Santina from South Sudan 
Eventually hunger and poverty made me 
move back to the village. There was no 
help in the town and I was tired of going 
back to the village in secret to bring back 
cassava and cassava leaves.  
 
While I was living in the town my grass-
thatched home collapsed and now I’m 
struggling to build somewhere to live. I’m 
sleeping in a tent with the children. The 
LRA have taken everything from my 
cassava plantation. I have no tools to work 
with. 
 
At first I was really scared, especially at 
night because there were so few people. 
But now there are more of us.   
(WES, Inter-church Committee) 
 
 

www.c-r.org/voiceofpeace 
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Twitter: @CRbuildpeace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

In May 2012 Father Mark Kumbonyaki 
had several meetings in London.  
 
The first one for four days was on 
comparative learning which brought 
together people from conflict affected 
countries worldwide. The comparative 
learning workshop sought to raise 
awareness of conflicts around the world 
and different advocacy strategies. The 
role of civil society organizations in good 
governance was a guiding theme of the 
workshop. 
 
On the 14th May Father Mark and Father 
Ernest Sugule were part of an expert 
panel at the London School of 
Economics (LSE). The seminar theme 
was the role of social media and Kony 
2012. Central Africa specialist, Ben 

Connections: London Calling 

This newsletter is produced by local 
organisations who are all members of the  
Regional Civil Society Task Force – a 
network of groups working on LRA 
issues.  

They are: 

ARLPI - The Acholi Religious Leaders 
Peace Initiative, Northern Uganda  

The Interchurch Committee for 
Western Equatoria State, South Sudan 

JUPEDEC – Jeunesse Uni pour la 
Protection de l’Environment et le 
developpement Communautaire, CAR 

 

About our network… 

Got information to share?  
 

Get in touch with us: 

IN CAR: 
coordojupedec@gmail.com 

 
IN DRC: 

ernestsugule@yahoo.fr 
 

IN SOUTH SUDAN: 
Frkumbomark@yahoo.com 

 
IN UGANDA: 

Arlpi.interfaith@gmail.com 
 

IN LONDON: 
ktumutegyereize@c-r.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connect with  
us online: 

www.c-r.org/LRA 

C 
  DJ  

  PR 

Next Edition: focus on mbororo and women 

SAIPD-RDC 

Shepherd from Chatham House, and 
Emry Shoemaker, a social media 
specialist, joined Father Mark and 
Father Ernest. Mareike Schomerus 
from LSE chaired. The speakers 
shared views about the recent Kony 
2012 video, the situation on the 
ground in DR Congo and South 
Sudan, the effect of this type of 
advocacy and the resulting policy 
debarcle.  
 
The third meeting was to share with 
Conciliation Resources (CR) staff, 
partners and donors what CR does in 
building peace in countries suffering 
from conflict and sharing views, 
experiences and lessons on how CR 
can improve their activities.  
 

SAIPD - Solidarité et Assistance 
Intégrale aux Personnes 
Démunies, DRC   

CDJPR-ARU -- Commission 
Diocésaine de Justice, Paix et 
Réconciliation., DRC, 

CR – Conciliation Resources is an 
independent UK organisation 
working with people in conflict to 
prevent violence. We’ve been 
working on the LRA conflict since 
1997. 

 

 

 
 


